Qverland

STORAGE®

ALWAYS THERE.

CHALLENGES

HUNT PETROLEUM

» Annual 30 percent rise in
data strained storage
resources

» Complex, time-consuming
backups failed frequently

» Insufficient disk space to
conduct complete restores

» Lengthy backup window
impacted network performance

» Mounting ILM and disas-
ter recovery requirements
necessitated a more robust
storage platform

THE SOLUTION

REO 4000 and NEO 2000

BENEFITS

» Near-instantaneous restores
and significantly reduced
backup windows

» Integrated D2D2T solution
yields more than 30 percent
in cost savings through
improved storage manage-
ment and lowered adminis-
trative overhead

» Greater leverage in existing
FC SAN while bolstering
Information Lifecycle
Management (ILM) strategies

» Improved data replication
for heightened disaster recov-
ery planning and business
continuance

RESELLER

Dallas Digital Services,
www.ddserv.com

‘ ‘ Overland's REO/NEO solution
exceeded our expectations for
affordable storage and greatly

improved backup and recovery.

Darrin Edgerton
Network Administrator

SUCCESS STORY

Leading Oil & Gas Company Protects Geophysical Data and
Increases Management Efficiencies While Lowering Storage Costs

Hunt Petroleum Corporation (HPC) is a
well-known exploration and production com-
pany with a strong commitment to its invest-
ments in oil and gas operations, primarily in
Texas, Louisiana, North Dakota and the Gulf
of Mexico. The 50-year old company
embraces leading-edge technology and
best-of-class practices to meet its corporate
growth objectives and safeguard vital geo-
physical data.

By adopting information lifecycle man-
agement (ILM) strategies, HPC has deter-
mined the value of different types of data
required by the company's employees,
including geologists and geophysicists who
use sophisticated, storage-intensive modeling
and imaging applications. Through this
process, HPC discovered that increasing
reliance on industry-specific applications
caused data to grow by more than 30 per-
cent each year, straining storage resources
at the company's Dallas and Houston data
centers.

"We were running out of disk space on our
primary storage array while backup and
recovery operations were unreliable and
took far too long," recalls Darrin Edgerton,
network administrator for Hunt Petroleum.
"We couldn't even do a complete data
restore because of resource constraints, and
yet it is increasingly important to protect our
valuable information.”

THE CHALLENGE

Conducting full backups to tape often
took more than two days to complete,
encroaching into the production environ-
ment and impacting network performance.
In addition, HPC's resource-constrained IT
department spent an inordinate amount of
administrative fime swapping out tapes and
restarting failed backups. "We weren't able
to keep up with our data demands-and
couldn't attest to the integrity of our back-
ups," notes Edgerton. "HPC also wasn't able
to support different layers of storage for less-
critical data."

For example, HPC wanted a more effec-
tive and economical way to support tier-two
storage requirements. "As part of our ILM
efforts, we determined which data was most
critical to the organization and therefore
needed fo reside on our high-end Fibre
Channel SAN, as well as the short-term data
that could be saved on a more cost-effec-
five resource," explains Edgerton. In February
2004, HPC initiated its search for a flexible
storage platform that could meet the com-
pany's rapid rise in data while laying the

foundation for replicating data between its
Dallas and Houston sites.
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