
Playboy TV Maximizes SAN Resources With
QLogic Fibre Channel Switch

Challenge

Lack of shared storage limits HDTV

production capacity.

Solution

22 Tbytes of online storage connected

with Fibre Channel SAN.

Result

QLogic SANbox2™-64 switch effective-

ly enables connections between edit

bays and shared storage.

CASE STUDY

"By consolidating our storage on one manageable SAN, we are now able to
share 22 Tbytes of video data across three separate workgroups," said
Turbow.  "This includes compressed high definition and uncompressed
high definition on the same network.  This has allowed us to make great
gains in productivity."

Darren Turbow, Playboy TV Director of Production Operations

As Playboy TV began ramping up its
production workload for the addition of
numerous new shows, it became
increasingly apparent that large volumes
of shared storage were necessary.  In
this scenario, simultaneous access by
editors, producers and advertising
quickly became mission-critical.

Playboy TV, a part of the Playboy
Entertainment Group, has a 108,000-
square-foot facility near Los Angeles.
The building includes three production
areas— production, post-production
and distribution. The digital infrastruc-
ture can accommodate 24 channels;
Playboy TV currently feeds 16 on-air
networks via satellite and cable world-
wide that carry adult content and sports.
The facility has seen workflow transition
from labor-intensive, linear editing sys-
tems to a file-server-based SAN infra-
structure broadcasting in high-definition
television (HDTV).

Shows produced onsite are created in
HDTV, while material that arrives on
tape is immediately digitized into the
system; other programs are received
digitally by satellite.  All of the production
areas are networked, which makes the
facility tapeless.

Darren Turbow, Director of Operations
for Playboy TV, installed a total of 34
Apple G5 computers on a Fibre Channel
network running Final Cut Pro and
Adobe After Effects editing and com-
positing software. Sixteen of the G5s
are set up as dedicated editing worksta-
tions — 22 Tbytes of storage are con-
nected online to an Apple Xserve RAID
system.

"By consolidating our storage on one
manageable SAN, we are now able to
share 22 Tbytes of video data across
three separate workgroups," said
Turbow.  "This includes compressed
high definition and uncompressed high
definition on the same network.  This
has allowed us to make great gains in
productivity."
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