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customer overview

The Virginia Military Institute (VMI) in Lexington, Virginia, was
founded in 1839 and is the oldest state military college in the
United States. The VMI accepts only high school graduates as
cadets and unlike other state “military colleges” in the country,
offers no civilian degree programs at the Institute. The VMI
is a Spartan, physically demanding environment, enforcing
strict military discipline and nicknamed the “West Point of the
South.”

The VMI's academic studies fall into four broad categories:
Engineering, Liberal Arts, Science, and Leadership. Within these
four categories, 14 major and 22 minor streams of specialization
are offered to cadets. Nearly all of the VMI faculty holds doctoral
degrees in various subjects of research and specialization. Over
97% of VMI graduates find opportunities in the military, or are
admitted to graduate and professional schools within months
of graduation.

customer challenges

The VMI employs 500 faculty and administrative personnel and
runs over a thousand client systems supported by 32 servers
serving nearly 2TB of data. Prior to discovering Storevault, the
IT department was using two Dell 4400/4600 servers accessing
1.6TB each on an EMC SAN for Microsoft SQL Server and Exchange
data. Symantec Backup Exec moved data to Overland Data LTO-3
and DLT tape libraries weekly, and tapes were rotated offsite for
archive every six months. VMI produced as many as six DLT and
two LTO-3 tapes every week.

Recently, enroliment had increased, resulting in several strains
on the IT setup. Exploding user data added 150 GB to the SAN
each year and despite a regular purge, capacity was growing
by over 4X annually, The user space on the FC SAN was reaching
nearly 90% utilization and allocating more storage for user
data was not an easy option. Upgrading the existing FC SAN was
estimated to cost at least $60,000 per switch, and the system
could still only support 140GB drives.






